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SERVICE IS THE REASON

MY HIGHER POWER & THE LIGHT BULB

From the very beginning, Alcoholics Anonymous wasted no
nor effort in trying to determine the why of alcoholism or w
causes the phenomenon. We were simply advised to accq
fact of our illness and get on with the recovery program. Ng
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purpose could be found right here. Soon, | was engulfed wifthtipge is God. So in its most basic and simplest terms our on

problems of defects and inventory. The purpose faded for a
until I carefully read Step Seven. | believe | was at the ti

desperate need to determine what was meant by humility qiglrio easy task. A vast array of difficulties present themsel\

just what degree one coul d
area. In those days, too, we argued a lot about how Go
going to remove those defects, and we worried a lot

Mhilose is to help the stiuffering alcoholic to find God.
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District 2

- Tampa Bay Area Institutions Committee covering Hillsborough & East Pasco Counties

(877) AATAMPA or (877) 228 -2672!

The May 2013 meeting of the T.B.A.l.C. was opened by C

Bobby B. Bobby gave a brief verbal Treasures report from Jerim
who was unable to attend. Bobby was also in receipt of two |
One, from a new correctional facility asking for guidance in obta|
materials for inmates. The second letter involves completion
prerelease packet from an inmate in the Okeechobee Corre
facility. Buddy H will assist with the response to the

requests. Also, The Men's Bridge the Gap position will nov
handled by Curtis B.

John B. (813.471.8655) asked that the message be passed al
the Women's DACCO facility's (4422 East Columbus) Wedné
night meeting (The H.O.W. Group) at 6 pm is an open meetin
encourages participation of more outside women to share
experiences and give the residence an opportunity to be in ¢
with potential sponsors.

The DACCO Men's (R) Monday 6:45 PM night meeting could
additional support to give new prospective to the resid
Eventually the two Dacco Men's facilities will be combined in to
location. The current R location will become part of a transitio

re-entry program for recent releases of the prison system

volunteers will be needed to offer meetings once this takes
More updates will be given when information is received
DACCO.

Buddy H. said the local jails are being covered. Buddy is wo
with Mark G. with the scheduling conflict at the Drew Park D

location. Funds are being made available to purchases nd

materials.

Nancy B. is working with Faulkenburg to resolve a scheduling
lem with the women's Sunday night meeting. The meeting m
changed to a different time or split into two meetings on another

Mark B. will be meeting with a DACCO representative on the
detox that opened at the women's facility to determine their neg
meetings and AA volunteer positions. Mark is also working on u
ing the schedule and location information for the area detoxes
keep the information as current as possible.

Dick D. asked to remind groups of the Pink Can program which
part in funding the purchase of materials needed for the T.B.
programs.

The upcoming Steps to Freedom event June 22, 2013 is a fund
event for T.B.A.l.C. and needs everyones support.

Our next meeting will be on Saturday June 8. This is an open
for anyone interested in service work and to offer your own e
ence of what is was like, what happened and how you are able
a sober life in today's society.

D

Our Next Committee Meeting
Is at 9:30 AM on June 8th, 2013 at the Tri-County
Chaentral Office (near Himes & Waters). If you need more
15 hs,ﬂ)—eecific directions please call Tim @ 813-933-9123. The
U@RBeting usually lasts about an hour and it is the best way
INIRG get involved with service work, in Detox/Treatment/Jail/

OfPﬁson facilities. If you would like to join our committee
C

tWo

v | be Pink Can Drive

Our committee is 100% self supporting and receives
no funds from the traditional pie charts or District 2
19nt%kordance with our group conscious. If your home
@gup has not made a pink can donation recently or if
khjp U ar e able to send an ad
nygtwill put it to great use!

TBAIC, PO Box 26242, Tampa FL 33623

di

Thank you to those groups who have sent in a

7° donation this Month:

1Ce.
%\ehonymous D.E. (388.75) Love & Service
?21.25) Womenbds 12 &
&elution (11.00) Wellspring (15.00) As Bil
pBees It (33.00) Experience, Strength & Hop
(25.00) Keystone (49.00) Meeting Place (5.2
mwé)on Big Book (124.00) Riverside (54.0(
sidruskin Fellowship (76.32) Sisters in Sobriety
€28d70) Sober on Saturday (4.00) Tampa B3
YPG (61.00)
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Z?EIBAIC 2012-2013 Committee Members
dafgobby B. - Chair 8134154961
Janine M. -Alternate Chair 8134556617
{odegimiah T.- Treasurer 8134800307
pHaarry B. T Secretary 8132158423
"SI D. - Hills Jails - Emeritus 8132544423
_ BuddyH T Hillsborough County Jail 813871-2514
N T@ncy B Hi | | s Wo me n o s| 8138720262
Mack G. - Detox & Treatment 8137846092
rpigiBthleen C.- E Pasco JalWo me n 6 § 813727-1415
Chris D. - E Pasco Prison 813857-5400
PP chel e S. Women 6 s|8B¥50767196
tF)e&ygtis B.O Menb6s Bri dge |38U134763328p
OPEN- Pre-Release
OPENS Juvenile
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SERVICE IS THE REASONé¢ . . . continued f

MY HIGHER POWER 8 THE LIGHTBULB ¢. . . frofm pag:

anything. There is a catch, however. If | fail to use my recg
in service to others, | will become sick again. So se
becomes not only the reason for recovery, but the only,
there is to maintain our recovery. When | look back on hov
society outside of our Fellowship treated the alcoholic at
time of my coming to AA, | can see some progress. In
honestl vy, however, I dono
progress in developing new treatment methods that will gré
reduce the numbers who suffer so tragically and do not reag
More than ever, we have a tremendous responsibility to |q
our message. More than ever, we have to realize that it |i
who have to care. Look, if you will, at the attitude in soqi
today. Example: Recently, tremendous strides were anno
in the treatment of heart disease. This breakthrough was s¢
that death from recurrent heart attacks could be reduced by
percent. This news did not even rate a cover story. News
carried a feature story th
and more, we respond only
not expect that even in the face of our current epidem
alcoholism, there is going to be a great public outcry.
recovery of millions of alcoholics depends upon us. That |4
obligation, a responsibility that is mirdzbggling. Alcoholics
Anonymous is truly a fbecoq¢
each member works through the gréugprough recovery tg
servicd we cannot number the lives that can be touched.
human beings will ever enjoy the privilege that is ours. At fi

ey doanvéet. Oh We cannot shar e
iCannot give guidance we have never gotten. We cannot s
waion of a God we have never seen. Our lack, the
dbuecomes the newcomerds and he
thsistance becomes his license. In his liquor befogged mind he
@bes not seek and experience
ltbel nevevomwegerarhei smalkiymgs gnub &
@l i | e he returns to drink. Hi
liNis.joke. We have heard this concept voiced more than pnce,
aimyg not only by a newcomer!) Or perhaps this power grepater
Sthve@ himself was a chair, or a wall or even a mere mortal
fyponsor . A quick glance at
Medok 0 makes instantly cl ea
grdre concept of (. .as you |(und
fifyose any conception he like, PROVIDED IT MAKES
MBEKNSE TO HI M. 0 Po wedalightbalb?tAe r |
asimplevflick &f a switch fu®s off that powéreA waN?iNstjs® n .
powerfuhvehén confontédamithpaebolidozey. Atcltair?uAs axe S ¢
ccah make quick kindling of that higher power. A sponsor then?
Mhée fails to perfect his spiritual life, his old foe alcohol is sure
stad recl aim him. So he wonot
How about a whole group? Possibly for someone else, buit not
for us.ilfgdmé pemsdn wihooip powekless oven alcokol, |rartd .
another, and another, we would have a group of people who are
Feywerless over alcohol. We do not have a group of people who
rsiRE POWERFUL over alcohol. Yet they do not drink! They
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| did not even know we had a Third Legacy. Then | begahwe gained access to something more powerful than alcohol. It

aware that people who were active in serving the Fellow
were the very people | t hag
you want what we haveé. o T

others have led me in my journey with this great Fellows
Peopl e i ke Bern Smi th (g
trustees) believed in giving their all. Remember Bern sa

AWhen they put me on the
used up. o0 Many ti mes, my sQ
our mutual friends outside of AA for doing what we do: neg

every weekend away from home and family; hours on end g
in airports. We discuss this, and every time we do, we co
with the same answer. We see what happens to people

Airetire, 0 and we al ways sa
are doing. You know, we ha
-six years between us. No one will ever be able to say i
better than, nor, in fact, nearly as well as oufaonder Bill. H
summed it up when he wrot

more to you and to us. Ask Him in your morning medit
what you can do each day f

M.C., Winnipeg, Man.
Reprint Permission/AA Grapevine/ June 1979

t

ship s never intended that hr a
mplbtveof gweenet beéandotuuhsgeivoed
wd me exraenptl e¢ed aazngd dhmadénabhl icogg nd

hépntinued avoidance of a connection with our Creator. Page 46
pné toHe AMMOsboekrbkuysnonmWeoff@un
itglay aside prejudice and express even a willingness to bglieve
inraaRoweh greater thah odrselfes we tommenoed tp tget

resolis, ceven thaugh itlwashimpossibld fereany of us itot fullyc i
wyef i ne or comprehend that |powd
peotwe r whi ch i s God. o Ou fo

aagervations whatsoever, with Who was dealing with them.
needbaps we would be well advised to think twice beforg we
Vattempe anyoairdelves. Aleotidlics Anengmousdsmat alligd pwithh a
emyptr dladgit ondr ask weomwead |t dtnaolw
eaoy very lives asepr obl em drinkers |dep
allied with spirituality, for despite what our preamble stgtes,
A. AlL.Goids wioltl ac dirf £tl 4 rotwlsyhi gi|dclh
@most earnest desire that no one reading this feel that we are
trying tb émpose any préisentatios of sGlod df IHis #idtuegkon 0
anyone. Our real hope is that a reader may be jolted frpm a
position of complacency or spiritual evasion and get about the

business of recovery.

Clarence SO one of the first 100éééé. ..
his story in First Edition Big Book is titled Home Brewmeister

Central Office provides a number of services acting as a clearing house for the convenience of members and
provides phone service for twelfth step calls and other inquires, helps with the coordination of group activities and
track of meeting times and changes and the printing of the schedules. We also edit and print our monthly newslg
addition we sell all Alcoholics Anonymous General Service Conference Approved Literature and some other m

requested by our AA members

groups

keeps
tter. In
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NOTES FROM INSIDE THE CENTRAL OFFICE
May 14th, 2013 the Board of Directors for Central Office met:

May 14th, 2013 the Central Office Representatives met:
COUNCIL MEMBERS

REPRESENTING GROUP

BOARD MEMBERS REPRESENTING GROUP

computers followed in the Council meeting. No decisions
made. However when it came to a pay increase for Marti
After Hours Phone guy lots of discussion followed. In the e
motion was made and approved by the Council to give Martin

importance of having a sober alcoholic answering the After
Phones. Several announcements were made for upcoming ev

ey |

ts.

what ever fl

by hel ping

0 a

JOET. SOBRIETY @ SUNRISE GROUP
BRETT B. CHAIRPERSON 164 GROUP WESLEY CHAPEL VIVIAN J. FREEDOM I N SOBRIETY WAMEN
EXCUSED | TREASURER TURNING POINT GROUP JOHN G. TAMPA PALMS BIG BOOK GROUP
LOIS M. BOARD MEMBER | BACK TO BASICS GROUP CHRISTOPHERE. | FRIDAY NIGHT LIGHTS GROUP
BRIAN W. BOARD MEMBER | ODESSA GROUP BILL J. EARLY RISERS GROUP
J. KELLEY L. | BOARD MEMBER | CLEAN AIR GROUP JULIE J. T-N-C SISTERS IN SOBRIETY GROUP
EXCUSED |BOARD MEMBER | REFLECTIONS GROUP TAMMY P. T-N-C SISTERS IN SOBRIETY GROUP
WARD H. BOARD MEMBER | PALMA CEIA BIG BOOK GROUP EDT. KEYSTONE GROUP
BARBARA B. | BOARD MEMBER SISTERS IN SOBRIETY GROUP BART S. BYOB 12 & 12 GROUP
BRIAN L. BOARD MEMBER | HIGH NOONERS GROUP DOUG T. WELLSPRING GROUP
OPEN BOARD MEMBER JERRY H. WELLSPRING GROUP
Brett opened the meeting with a moment of silence followed by {hg JUST WHAT | WANTED GROUP
Serenity Prayer. He then asked everyone to turn down or offttheir
cell phones . We welcomed two new Board Members, BarbafaB\EY R TURNING POINT GROUP
from the Sisters in Sobriety Group and Brian L. from the HigbNR. TURNING POINT GROUP
Nqoners Group. L0|§ read the April minutes and it was noted thady s RUSH HOUR SERENITY GROUP
Tim had misspelled Brettds name here were no other |qgui
comments. Minutes were approved. Tim gave the Treasurers (e CLEAN AIR GROUP
Ward had some questions asking if anyone had done a study [pkathe CARDINAL GROUP
trends Wlth. the co_ntrlbut_lons. Report was seconded and app ved THE MEETING PLACE GROUP
In Old Business discussion was around the Founders Day-Eyent
Raffle tickets and Dinner tickets were available.. Clarke asked||B@&NIE C. NIGHTLY NEWCOMERS GROUP
were having problems getting supplies or any other needs.||Bigity o. TGIS GROUP
noted that everything was covered pretty good. In New Busgness

. CAS K TGIS GROUP

Clark made an announcement about the upcoming All Groups
meeting hosted by the Cardinal Group. Tim informed the BpHNNIE A OLD SCHOOL GROUP
that one of the computers was presently in the shop getting nepaNST w 164 GROUP WESLEY CHAPEL
and the main Computer was having lots of problems and gsked CEEP 1T SIMPLE MENGS droOU
them to consider purchasing some new computers. After Soiic °
discussion it was recommended for Tim to get some priceg GRib R. PRIMARY PURPOSE GROUP
present them next month. Tim also brought to the attention qf\fhex s HAPPY HOUR GROUP
Board to consider giving a pay increase to our contract laborefwhe -
handles the aftenour phones almost 24/7. After some discussm)ﬁ gL AN DOH [LIVE&LETLIVE GROUP
motion was made and passed for Tim advertise in the newslettenderL. SOBER @ 7 GROUP
yolunteers to handle the phones over the \_Neekend in lieu of Avhay; SOLUTIONS GROUP
increase for the After Hours Phone guy. This would give a restpwith
a couple of days off. Tim noted that we have already been fiiry/E - DRUID HILLS GROUP
that with people who occasionally call to volunteer. Mpr@HN F. SOBRENITY GROUP
discussion followed asking if there was any communication|—
groups that dondt send a rg>~F”° entati Ihle Counci l
Some discussion about backing up procedures for the comput
possible second hand computer donations. In the Council M e _ _ .- )
we were able to welcome Doug from the Wellspring Group, |Ron Want to get involved in some Service Work?
who was a visitor from the Turning Point Group, Greg from| thew about volunteering for the Aftétour Phones on
Primary Purpose Group and Sally and Cas from the TGIS Grthwp. Weekend. We will supply you with all the
After many minutes going over and discussing the upcopinfgrmation you need, meeting schedule, 12 Step List and

Founders Day Event, discussion concerning the purchase afimeiuctions on what to do and what not to do. Work
W&f8und your weekend schedule, do it for a few hou
dayé.
"dBursel f

P
increase of $65.00 a month. More discussion followed abOL:E%il

[S Or
ts

ot her s
Office Hours @ 819339123 and get all the
s. You will be amazed before you are half
roughééeééeeéeéeceeé.
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ANNIVERSARY TIME

SELF- SUPPORT- APRIL,2013

GROUP Honors To Dawe | Years |3 Back in 2004 our annual income was around
SOBER @ 7 GROUP WENDY D. 06/01/11 | 2 YRS |[$59,000.00 and our annual expenses were afound
SOBER @ 7 GROUP BILL M. 06/29/99 | 14 YRS $54,000.00. Today we have almost doubled both of these
amounts. Why? Thatds eas|y.
SOBER @ 7 GROUP JUDY K. 06/24/93 [ 20 YRS ||AA. In 1998 we had 174 Groups in the Hillsborough/East
SOBER @ 7 GROUP WRAY 06/10/84 | 29 YRs |Pasco area. That was 364 meetings per week in our arez
Today in APRIL of 2013 we hav223 Groups with590
SOBER @ 7 GROUP DICK'W. 06/10/58 | S5 YRS |meetings a week. Although we may lose some groups,
EXPECT A MIRACLE GROUP CHAD S. 06/25/07| 6YRS [0t hers spring up just a f
and thatodés still a | ot of
EXPECT A MIRACLE GROUP DAVID P. 06/15/02| 11 YRS |t5 gate contributions from Groups (April,2013) have
EXPECT A MIRACLE GROUP BERNIE S. 06/19/93 | 20 YRS |[totaled $23,702.43 for the year. That accounts for @8pat
Groups out of 223 Groups in our area have contrihuted
EXPECT A MIRACLE GROUP BRIAN B. 06/21/89 | 24 YRS |5 | y s t he 17 AAer 6s h ¢
KEYSTONE GROUP TRAVIS G. 06/10/03 | 10 YRs [[contributions anonymously and and the 43641.00 we
generated from ticket sales, the 7th Tradition Basket and a
KEYSTONE GROUP GREG W. 06/14/02 [ 11 YRS |raffle at our Anniversary Dinner. And the $205.00 flom
the 12 members who have participated in the Birthday
KEYSTONE GROUP JORNC. 0G/06/69 | 44 YRS Plan thus far. Also the $589.00 from the Old School
RIVERSIDE GROUP TOM N. 06/28/03 | 10 YRS |Group Anniversary Dinner and the $305.00 from the|164
RIVERSIDE GROUP DENNIS D. 06/06/00 | 13vRs |CF OUPOSs 12 Step Workshop
Keystone Groupbs Al Grijou|
RIVERSIDE GROUP DICK D. 06/06/69 | 44 YRS |Literature sales for March bought in $5,994.72 plus
$85.00 in Newsletter subscriptions. And the $110.00| for
JUST WHAT | WANTED GROUP LINDA C. 06/01/08 | 5YRS |the ypcoming Founders Day Event. Contributions Were
JUST WHAT | WANTED GROUP LAFONDA 06/13/02 | 11 YRS |$5,153.56. Our total income for April was $12,062|88.
Our Cost of Goods Sold was $4,762.50. Subtracting the
JUST WHAT | WANTED GROUP SANDY G. 06/15/93 [ 20 YRS | cost of Goods Sold from our April income left us with a
JUST WHAT | WANTED GROUP LINDA B. 06/09/88 | 25 YRs ||Gross Profit of $7,300.38. Our Expenses for April were
$7,293.23. Subtracting our Expenses from our Gross
RUSH HOUR SERENITY GROUP VINCE H. 06/16/06 | 7 YRS ||pofit gave us a Net Income 87.15for the month of
CAME TO BELIEVE GROUP MIKE D. 06/16/10 | 3 YRS ||April. As | have stated in the past, we are not trying to
squeeze you for more money. We know we can alyvays
CAME TO BELIEVE GROUP BARBARA R. 06/04/10 | 3 YRS |count on you. We just wanted to bring some awarengss of
CAME TO BELIEVE GROUP JAMUS H. 06/01/10 | 3 YRS |lour situation to those who may be new to A.A. or nev to
being a Treasurer or Trusted Servant to their Group [or to
CAME TO BELIEVE GROUP BOB P. 06/23/85 | 28 YRS |those who do not understand what the 7th Traditior| and
FRIDAY NIGHT LIGHTS GROUP CAROLYN S. 06/23/06 | 7YRS |SelfSupporting means. | tods| t
AA membership continues to grow in the Tampa Bay
SAFE HAVEN GROUP RICHARD S. 06/19111] 2 YRS area, the demand for more and more material and sejrvice:
SAFE HAVEN GROUP RAY N. 06/17/11 | 2 YRS |continue to expand and we have to try and strive to |keep
SAFE HAYEN GROUP GRASON 06/0U11 | 2 vrs ||UP Wlth the demand. That is only po§S|b_Ie with your
continued support through your contributions, special
SAFE HAVEN GROUP GERARD G. 06/06/10 | 3 YRS |levents that groups put on for the benefit of Central Office
SAFE HAVEN GROUP BILL S. 06/03/10 | 3 vRs |[and the literature salesThanks!
SAFE HAVEN GROUP CINDY C. 06/09/99 | 14 YRS | 27th Annual Tampa Bay Fall Roundup
MEN®&S SOUTHSI EBELTHL A ERICH. 06/28/05 | 8 YRS
AThe Spiritual Lilf ¢
A BIRTHDAY CLUB SUPPORTER TO CENTRAL OFFICE
ONE DOLLAR FOR EACH YEAR OF SOBRIETY The event this year will be held at the
Home Group Honors Tol  Date Years "Embassy Suites USF", located at 3705
Spectrum Boulevard, Tampa, Florida 33612
SOBRIETY GROUP MARTIN S. 5/25/98 15 YRS beginning Friday, August 30th through
NEW BEGI NNI NGS WP MEINNJIS 05/16/89 24 YRS Monday, September 2th, 2013.
OLD SCHOOL GROUP ocC 05/89 24 YRS
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MORE NEWS AROUND THE TOWN & THE AREA

Starting Saturday June 1st, 2013

The Mustard Seed Group

WITH MEET AT THEIR NEW LOCATION AT:

~

The Club
3333 W.Columbus Drive

Steps to freedom

12-step workshop

All FundS benefit
Tampa bay jails and institutions

Saturday, June 22, 2013
9am-5pm
Lunch included
Speakers:
Chris S. John S.
(New Jersey) (Broward)

Christ the King Church
821 S. Dale Mabry, Tampa
$8 ADVANCE - $10 AT DOOR
WWW.STEPSTOFREEDOMTAMPA.COM

Central Office
Founder's Day Event

Saturday--June 8th, 2013

Christ the King Church
(Parrish Center)
821 Dale Mabry Hwy South

Tampa, FL 33609

From 3:00 pm-5:00pm

Pot-Luck Mid-Afternoon Dinner

Please bring something to share

This is a Fund-Raiser for the Central Office
The Dinner will be followed by a panel of our local

Old-Timers answering questions

(Ask it Basket Style)
and sharing their experience, strength & hope
$5.00 for the Dinner
No AA member turned away because of lack of funds

Raffle tickets are on sale
for a First Edition 14th Printing (July-1951) Big Book.
Tickets are $5.00 each.




