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Are We Forgetting “The Millions Who Still Don’t Know”? A VISIT TO MY OFFICE 

Continued page 3 

I have never attended one of the General Service Conferences, 

which are held in New York each Spring, but I have been privileged 

to observe how much these Conferences have contributed to our 

Third Legacy of Service. I was a member of one of the first State 

Committees, and therefore received all essential information about 

the need of such a Conference from the Alcoholic Foundation, as 

well as first-hand reports from our own State Delegate. Our present 

Delegate, a very close friend of mine, has added greatly to my                

understanding of the value of the Conferences. So I know now, as 

many of you do, that the Conference is our democratic way of                 

expressing our fellowship-opinion on AA matters so that our                  

Foundation Trustees, our General Service Headquarters, and our 

Grapevine staff will always have “grass roots” guidance on their 

ever-expanding efforts to do worldwide Twelfth Step work. Perhaps 

I take it for granted—because I, too, owe so much to AA—that 

these Delegates from all the states and Canadian provinces would 

naturally be willing to devote much time and effort to Conference 

matters. However, I am puzzled as to why we make it necessary for 

them, and our state and provincial Committeemen, to work so hard 

to secure funds to pay the expenses of the very Conferences we ask 

our Delegates to attend.  Surely, as the fourth Conference will be 

held in April, we must all know by now that it is hoped that each 

group will contribute $10, or $5 if the group is a small one and can 

afford it, to defray the expenses of the Conference. Yet, despite the 

fact that we are all on notice, I believe that only about twenty-five 

per cent of all U.S. and Canadian groups contributed to the General 

Service Conferences in 1953. What is the answer?  Is it because our 

group secretaries are failing to bring the need to the attention of their 

groups? There is a lot of evidence to suggest that is one of the sad 

answers. Most of us need a little prodding and so, if our group                 

secretary doesn’t pass the hat our group contribution just doesn’t get 

send along. Of course, there’s the ever-ready answer that many of us 

get pretty tight with a buck as soon as we get sober but surely we all 

have so much to be grateful for that we’ll gladly ante up the price of 

a drink to give  our General Service Headquarters the assistance it 

seeks from our Delegates-in-Conference. I wonder, then, if too 

many of us are thinking of the Conference as an end in itself and 

therefore don’t see any need of helping pay the bill. Perhaps many 

of us who used to attend various conferences when we were                

drinking, have decided that conferences are only for the pleasure of 

those who attend and that          

nothing worthwhile is ever 

accomplished. (If you know 

your Delegate, ask him or her 

if they ever worked harder in 

their lives than they did at the 

Conference.) Actually, the 

General Service Conference is 

not an end but simply a means 

to further the invaluable               

services which our service 

arms in 

From the Central Office 

 SERVICE DESK 

A total of  476 phone calls  

were made to the  

Central Office in  

FEBRUARY 

223 for info on AA,  

2 for info on Al-Anon,   

6 messages for other  

inquiries,  

3 requesting a Twelfth Step call,  

242 after Office Hours calls.  

There were 225 walk-ins visits as well. 

When my husband and I decided to plan a weekend trip to 

New York, the first thing I thought of was “Broadway.”             

However, he mentioned visiting the General Service Office. 

I’ve got to admit that the idea of visiting GSO did not thrill 

me. I rather thought that sort of thing was for the real 

“fanatics” in AA. My motive in organizing the visit falls into 

the trying-to-be-perfect-wife category. But organize I did, by 

calling GSO and finding out that not only could we get a tour 

of the offices, but also an AA meeting (every Friday at 11:00 

am for staff and visitors). Mustering up as much enthusiasm as 

I could, and feeling slightly guilty about not having a great 

deal of it, I arrived at GSO with my husband, ready for what I 

anticipated to be one more boring tour of an impersonal office 

building. My less zealous attitude didn’t change immediately. 

It was sort of like what happens to me whenever I attend an 

AA meeting feeling “low” or reluctant. It was a gradual           

warming and opening up process. There were several other 

AA’s from different parts of the country on the tour with us, so 

the tour had the same kind of camaraderie that I feel in the 

rooms. Margie, our nonalcoholic tour leader, seemed to                

genuinely enjoy showing us around and explaining the various 

operations to us. Almost at the end of the tour, we met the     

person whose responsibility is the financial management. One 

of the other AA’s asked him: “How are we doing?” It was at 

this point that it dawned on me that I wasn’t in just another                      

impersonal office building. I was in the General Service Office 

of the Fellowship of Alcoholics Anonymous, and I, in my 

small way, contribute to helping it keep going. I belong!                

Suddenly, I had a new appreciation and understanding of the 

Seventh Tradition. My thinking, prior to this experience, had 

not gone beyond the local level. Crazy as it may sound, I must 

have thought that GSO took care of itself. Yet with this new 

awareness, I began to remember all the information my home 

group’s GSR had shared with us….It had new a meaning. Our 

visit to GSO came to a memorable close with the AA meeting. 

There are eleven staff positions at GSO that must be filled by 

AA members, and most of these attended the meeting. The rest 

of us were AA’s from the tour and a few visiting AA’s. By the 

time the last person spoke, a man with forty-two years of                     

sobriety, unenthusiastic me was moved to tears—full of                   

gratitude to be fortunate enough to be sober and part of our 

magnificent Fellowship.  
D.H., Philadelphia, PA  Reprint Permission/AA Grapevine/March 1987 

Coming June 26th, 2010: 

STEPS TO FREEDOM 
Christ the King Church 

821 South Dale Mabry 

Tampa, Florida 

Contact: Kristen @ 813-447-9894 

Christopher @ 813-850-9888 



 

 Monthly Newsletter of the Tampa Bay Area Institutions Committee  

 P.O. Box 26242., Tampa, Florida 33623-6242      Central Office: ph. 933-9123 

           April, 2010 page 2 

TBAIC - District 2 - Hillsborough & East Pasco Counties  

 

Hello everybody!  My name is Tom F. and I am an alcoholic. 
 
This month’s newsletter is going to be a second hand account of our latest 
meeting.  The meeting was held at Soberstock by a number of TBAIC                  
people attending the event.  I could not be there due to work obligations.  So 
I am basically reporting what Dick D. passed on to me.  
 
Rob T. who is our Detox Coordinator gave a brief address on Friday to the 
folks at Soberstock expressing our committee’s gratitude for the generosity 
that this great event has shown to us over the past several years.   
 
Men’s Falkenburg Coordinator: Buddy H. was also in attendance and he 
reports all is well there.   
 
Hillsborough Women’s Jails Coordinator: Lindsay T. could not attend the 
event but reports all is well at both Falkenburg and Orient Road.  
  
Men’s Orient Road Jail Coordinator: Paul D who was in attendance reports 
that Orient Road is business as usual.   
 
Brian B. our Juvenile Coordinator could not attend the event but reports 
Monday (ACTS), Tuesday (ACTS), Wednesday (Riverside), Thursday 
(ACTS), Saturday (Leslie Peters), are all being covered and he is trying to 
add another facility; also Wednesday Riverside is now run by Thursday 
Night Young Peoples.  When it comes to finding willing service volunteers 
Tampa Bay Young Peoples group cannot be surpassed.   
 
East Pasco Women’s Coordinator: Cathy C. also could not attend the event, 
but said she had no news to report.  All of the meetings are well                           
attended.  No issues or problems.  All is well in East Pasco.  

Pre Release Coordinator: Joe L. reports that all is quiet on the pre-release 
front but did make a change to his P.O. Box set up.     
 
The meeting covered putting together workshops for the coming assembly 
being held in Tampa on April 9, 10 and 11.  The workshops will be done on 
Saturday the April 10 at the Treatment meeting and the Corrections                  
meeting. I would like to thank Dick D. for helping getting this work organized 
and on track.    
 
We have a number of service positions opened at this if you would like to 
get involved with our committee please contact me by phone my number is 
on the right or by e-mail (tfitzge1@tampabay.rr.com)  
In Love & Service, 
Tom F. 

 

TBAIC 2010   Committee Members 

Tom F. - Chair 813-818-4439 

Buddy H. - Alt Chair 813-871-2514  

Lloyd O.—Treasurer 813-748-9116 

Kelly K. – Secretary 813-313-0387 

Dick D. - Hills Jails - Emeritus 813-254-4423 

Paul D. – Men’s Orient Rd 727-385-5529 

Buddy H. – Men’s Falkenburg 813-871-2514 

Lindsay T.– Hills Women’s Jails 813-326-5408 

Rob T. - Detox 
Nikki S.—Alternate Detox 

813-453-6059 
727-686-8857 

HCI Women's Prison-    POSITION   OPEN 

E Pasco Jail - Mens-     POSITION   OPEN 

Cathleen C. - E Pasco Jail - 
Women’s 

813-727-1415 

Tom D. - E Pasco Prison 813-782-7209 

Treatment                    POSITION OPEN 

Bridge The Gap           POSITION OPEN 

Joe L. - Pre-Release 813-918-3489 

Brian B.- Juvenile 
Heather B.—Juvenile 

760-215-2993 
760-828-5394 

Next Committee Meetings 
April 24th at the Tri-County Central Office (near Himes & 
Waters).  If you need more specific directions please call 
Tim @ 813-933-9123. The meeting usually lasts about 
an hour and it is the best way to get involved with service 
work in Detox/Treatment/Jail/Prison facilities. If you 
would like to join our committee PLEASE 
COME!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

Pink Can Drive  
   Our committee is 100% self supporting and receives no 
funds from the traditional pie charts or District 2 in                        
accordance with our group conscious. If your home group 
has not made a pink can donation recently or if you are 
able to send an additional donation this year … We will 
put it to great use!  

TBAIC, PO Box 26242, Tampa FL 33623 

Thank you to those groups who have sent in a            

donation this Month: Came to Believe Group, Meeting 

Place Group, Midday Matinee Group, Noon Big Book 

Group,  Old  School  Group,  Ruskin  Fellowship  Group,               

Sisters  in  Sobriety Group,  Sober  on  Saturday Group, 

Tampa  Bay  Young  Peoples  Group,  Temple  Terrace                    

Monday Night’s Men’s Group,  TGIS Group,  Thursday 

Night There Is A Solution Group (Club 3333), Town and 

Country  Group,  Wellspring  Recovery  Group  and  the 

Wesley Chapel Group. 

Year to Date Including 2009 
Year End Balance 

 
                           $7,029.91 

Less Prudent Reserve - $300.00 

Less YTD Literature - $4246.89 

Less YTD Expenses -$385.77  

Pink Can Current  Balance $844.14 

Spending Account Balance $3229.86 

Treasurers Report – March 20, 2010 

Note the spending account was opened in the middle of last year. 

This total will not balance as stated.  If you want to know more, 

Please contact me. 
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Are We Forgetting “The Millions Who Still Don’t Know”?…… 
continued from page one 

New York perform on behalf of all of us who have been blessed 

with happy sobriety through AA. Is one of the answers the grave 

possibility that we who are now sober no longer care too much about 

what happens to the millions of alcoholics who still suffer,                   

especially if they’re only a statistic in some remote place or prison? 

There’s only one good answer, so far as I’m concerned, and that is 

for all of us to take the load off our Delegates and Committeemen 

and place it where it belongs—on our own shoulders. Let each of us, 

as sober, grateful members of AA, accept the responsibility of                  

seeing that our group’s contribution has been sent in before the        

Conference begins. And since, unfortunately, not every member 

subscribes to The Grapevine, let’s be sure that we who do accept the 

challenge. Let’s send our Delegates to our next Conference with the 

full knowledge that we are sharing with them the privilege of                   

serving AA so that AA may better serve the “millions who still don’t 

know.” 
Anonymous, Mass. / Permission to Reprint/ AA Grapevine / April 1954 

HOSPITALITY SUITE 

 

DISTRICT 2 GENERAL SERVICE  

  NEEDS YOUR HELP!! 

ATTENTION FELLOW ALCOHOLICS,  

ATTENTION BROTHER AND SISTER ALCOHOLICS  

RECOVERING IN THE GREATEST FELLOWSHIP IN THE 

WORLD,  

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUSé. 
WE ARE HOSTING THE AREA 15 QUARTERLY ASSEMBLY 

ON APRIL 9th, 10th & 11th  

AT THE EMBASSY SUITES-FOWLER AVE. ON THE UNI-

VERSITY OF SOUTH FLORIDA CAMPUS.  

WE NEED HELP AT OUR REGISTRATION TABLE, AND WE 

NEED IT BAD. 

IT’S EASY AND FUN!!! YOU CAN HELP OTHERS 

AND BY HELPING OTHERS YOU CAN HELP YOURSELF… 

.AND YOU LOVE HELPING YOURSELF… 

PLUS...CAN YOU EVER REALLY REPAY AA? 

PLEASE CHOOSE A TIME THAT YOU CAN COME TO THE 

CONVENTION  

AND SIT AT THE REGISTRATION TABLE  

AND HELP REGISTER YOUR FELLOW ALCOHOLICS!!!!! 

BY THE WAY, REGISTRATION FOR THIS EVENT IS FREE 

SO INVITE YOUR FRIENDS TO ATTEND. WE WILL HAVE 

MEETINGS, WORKSHOPS, COFFEE AND EVEN A LITTLE 

FREE FOOD!!!!!! 

Please choose a 2 hour slot during the following 
times  

that you could be of service and call John S                                

@ 813 -562 -5601  

Friday April 9th from 2pm until 10pm 

Saturday April 10th from 8am until 10pm 

Sunday April 11th from 8am until 10am 

HOSPITALITY 

SUITE 
Friday, April 8                    

Set up:  

1:00pm-4:00pm 

Open Hours:  

4:00pm-11:00pm 

Supplies needed: 

Bottle Water 

Paper plates 

Plastic utensils 

Napkins 

Sandwiches 

Chips/dips 

Veggie trays 

Fruit trays 

Desserts 

Appetizers 

Soda/Ice Tea 

Salads 
 

HOSPITALITY SUITE 
Saturday, April 9 

Open Hours:  

6:30am-6:3pm 

Supplies Needed: 

Breakfast stuff: 

Cereal bars, Fruit, Juice, Cereal, Donuts,                  

Bagels, Cream cheese, Butter, Jelly, Peanut       

butter, Muffins 

Lunch Stuff: 

Sandwiches 

Salads/egg/tuna 

Chips/dips/ 

Veggie trays 

Bread/Hamburger Rolls 
 

HOSPITALITY 

SUITE 
Sunday, April 10 

Open Hours:  

6:30am-8:30am 

Close down: 

8:30am-11:00am 

Supplies Needed; 

Breakfast Stuff: 

Cereal bars 

Fruit 

Juice 

Cereal 

Donuts 

Muffins 

Cream Cheese 

Bagels 

Peanut Butter 

Jelly 

Muffins 

 

If you would like to volunteer your time helping with the 

Hospitality Suite…please contact Debbi M. @                                

813-493-1750.  Do it Now!!! 

Below is a list of items needed but not limited to: 

 

To be vital, faith must be accompanied by self sacrifice and                    

unselfish, constructive action. BB page 93 



March 09th, 2010 the Board of Directors for Central Office met: 

   BOARD MEMBERS                        REPRESENTING GROUP 
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STEVE J. ODESSA GROUP 

BRAD S. IN THE MIDDLE GROUP 

FRANK F. MORNING MIRACLES GROUP 

SANDY S. CAME TO BELIEVE GROUP 

VIVIAN J. FREEDOM IN SOBRIETY GROUP 

JUNE T. SOBRENITY GROUP 

TERRY Y. NIGHTLY NEWCOMERS GROUP 

JOHN DP CARDINAL GROUP 

JOHN R. AS BILL SEES IT GROUP 

RICHARD E. SOBER @ 7 GROUP 

ARLENE S. THERE IS A SOLUTION GROUP 

LUTHER G. SERENITY GROUP 

JONATHAN L. WELLSPRING GROUP 

CHRISTOPHER T. MONDAY NITE MADNESS GROUP 

ROBERT L. THE MEETING PLACE GROUP 

BUDDY H. MORNING MEDITATION GROUP 

JOHN G. TAMPA PALMS BIG BOOK GROUP 

GENE M. LIVE & LET LIVE GROUP 

JASON W. SOLUTIONS GROUP 

JOHN A. THE OLD SCHOOL GROUP 

MARIA G. KEEP IT SIMPLE/PASS IT ON GROUP 

 March 09th, 2010 the Central Office Representatives met: 

COUNCIL MEMBERS       REPRESENTING GROUP 

CATHY K.                   SOBRIETY @ SUNRISE GROUP CHAIRPERSON 

RICK D EARLY RISERS GROUP VICE-CHAIR  

Excused RIVERSIDE GROUP TREASURER 

JANIE M.  CAME TO BELIEVE GROUP BOARD MEMBER 

MOLLY J.         NORTH TAMPA YOUNG &                  

RESTLESS GROUP 

BOARD MEMBER 

DANIELLE E. WOMENôS FRIENDSHIP GROUP BOARD MEMBER 

CINDY H. HELPING HANDS GROUP BOARD MEMBER 

CHRIS S.             RIVERSIDE GROUP BOARD MEMBER 

WILLOW W. BOARD MEMBER SWAMP GROUP 

   

AL B.     DRUID HILLS GROUP ADVISOR TO THE CHAIR        

Cathy opened the meeting in the usual manner with the Serenity 

Prayer. Afterwards she asked everyone to be sure that they signed 

in. Molly J. read the February Minutes. There were no questions. 

A motion was made to approve the Minutes, all were in favor. 

Diana H. was out sick so Tim was asked to give the Treasurer’s 

Report. After the report, a motion was made to accept the report. 

All were in favor. Rick D. had a question concerning the                      

Anniversary Dinner, wondering if the price was too high and that 

was why we didn’t have the turn out that had been expected.               

Several different reasons for the low attendance were tossed 

around. Anew Board Member Willow arrived and was introduced 

to the Board. In Old Business, Cindy H. asked if it had to be a 

Board Member only who headed up the Anniversary Dinner and it 

was noted that it could really be anyone from the Board or Council 

who took on those responsibilities. As long as it was in-house, it 

was okay. Danielle E. noted that the Tampa Bay Young People’s 

Group had given her $45.01 from a basket being passed around to 

donate to the Anniversary Dinner. Rick D. noted that he would like 

to have Diana H., Janie M., and Paul G. recognized in the minutes 

for the job they did to make sure everything when well with the 

Dinner. In New Business the main topic was the Office Manager’s 

Evaluation and the rate increase in his Health Insurance. In the 

Personnel Policy it states that: “The Board Chairperson and an             

ad hoc committee of two (2) Board Members are responsible for 

performing an annual written evaluation of the Office Manager in 

February of each year and presenting the results of the evaluation 

to the Board Members for consideration and review. The Board 

Members will look at the increase in the Health Insurance                     

premium as soon as it is received and at that same time any wage 

considerations will be reviewed. Any changes are to be made              

effective April 1st. any pay increase is to be made only after the 

new Health Insurance premium has been received and if the 

Budget will allow an increased amount. The Board Members shall 

have the right to grant other increases from time to time should it 

consider it necessary to do so, after consulting with the Accountant 

and the financial statements.” A motion was made to go ahead and 

pay the full premium now and the Chairperson and two Board 

Members would get together soon to do the evaluation. On a sad 

note, Molly J. announced that she resigning from her position  

as a Board Member because she was moving out of town. She 

will be missed not only here but also at the District 2                  

Meetings. Thanks for all your years of Service, Molly.   In the 

Council Meeting we were introduced to some new Council 

Members. Jason from the Solutions Group, Gene from the 

Live & Let Live Group, Christopher from the Monday Nite 

Madness Group, Rob from the Meeting Place Group, Maria 

from the Keep It Simple/Pass It On Group and Frank standing 

in for Linda from the Morning Miracles Group. After the 

Minutes and Treasurer’s Report were read and approved, Tim 

gave a recount of the Anniversary Dinner. Buddy H. gave us 

information on the upcoming Softball Tournament to be held 

in April. (See flyer on page 6). Buddy also announced that 

TBAIC is going well and there will be a jail orientation April 

10th. Men and women can volunteer to take meetings into the 

jails. Tim gave the Central Office Liaison Report in lieu of 

Debbi’s absence. The District is looking for a new place to 

hold their monthly meetings and they also need lots of                    

volunteers for the upcoming Quarterly that we are hosting in 

April. Huge response from the local AA members.  The next 

District 2 meeting will be held March 28th, 2010. Cindy from 

Plant City announced that they were going to be having a 

Service Information event. But I don’t have any information 

concerning it. No flyers or details were left and I just                        

remembered it at the time of this writing. Sorry Cindy.  Our 

next Board and Council meeting will be April 13th, 2010. 

Hope to have a lot of you here to represent your Group.  
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GROUP Honors To Date Years 

SOBER @ 7 GROUP DAVE P. 04/24/09 1 YR 

SOBER @ 7 GROUP DAVE Mc 04/10/07 3 YRS 

SOBER @ 7 GROUP JERRY K. 04/03/05 5 YRS 

DOVER GROUP RICHARD C. 03/06/06 4 YRS 

INTO ACTION GROUP BUD F. 04/16/83 27 YRS 

KEYSTONE GROUP KEN P. 04/18/05 5 YRS 

KEYSTONE GROUP SANDI G. 04/14/97 13 YRS 

KEYSTONE GROUP DONNA G. 04/11/96 14 YRS 

KEYSTONE GROUP SHAWN K. 04/01/94 16 YRS 

KEYSTONE GROUP JERRY R. 04/01/85 25 YRS 

EXPECT A MIRACLE GROUP BETH 04/19/96 14 YRS 

EXPECT A MIRACLE GROUP DENNIS Z. 04/12/96 14 YRS 

EXPECT A MIRACLE GROUP JACK O. 04/05/85 25 YRS 

RUSH HOUR SERENITY GROUP LYANN 04/11/01 9 YRS 

RUSH HOUR SERENITY GROUP THELMA S. 04/25/86 24 YRS 

RUSH HOUR SERENITY GROUP SHEILA G. 04/09/83 27 YRS 

CAME TO BELIEVE GROUP ANNA M. 04/25/04 6 YRS 

CAME TO BELIEVE GROUP GEORGE S. 04/26/86 24 YRS 

 ANNIVERSARY TIME  

 

“Tri-County Central Office News” is a monthly newsletter of AA in 

Hillsborough and East Pasco County and the Tri-County Central Office 

of  Alcoholics  Anonymous.  It is about, by and for members of the AA 

Fellowship. Opinions expressed herein are not to be attributed  to 

AA as a whole, nor does publication of any article imply any                     

endorsement by either AA or the Tri-County Central Office.                 

Quotations or excerpted material from AA books or pamphlets are             

reprinted with permission of AA World Services, Inc.                           

Preamble, and excerpted matter reprinted with permission of AA              

Grapevine, Inc. We welcome articles of opinions or descriptions of  per-

sonal  experiences (NO poetry, please) which should be sent to:                         

Editor, Tri-County Central Office, 8019 N. Himes Avenue Ste. 104 

Tampa, Fl.  33614-2763   $5.00 GETS YOU A Year Subscription to 

the Newsletter.      Send in Name, Address, Phone & Home Group. 

 

Central Office provides a number of services acting as a clearing  

house for the convenience of members and groups, provides phone     

service for twelfth step calls and other inquires, helps with the                       

coordination of group activities and  keeps track of meeting times and 

changes and the printing of the schedules. We also edit and print our 

monthly newsletter. In addition we sell all Alcoholics                         

Anonymous General  Service Conference Approved Literature and 

some other materials requested by our AA  members.   
 

          ~SPECIAL NEEDS COMMITTEE~ 
Our primary purpose is to make Alcoholics Anonymous                 

available to everyone with a special need. We take                   

meetings to the sick at home , in hospitals, nursing homes,              

assisted living facilities and any other way we can carry the 

message. We meet the first Saturday of the month at 12:30 p.m.  

at Joe’s Club, 11601 Downs Loop, Riverview, FL 33569 

 

 

A BIRTHDAY PLAN SUPPORTER TO CENTRAL OFFICE                           

ONE DOLLAR FOR EACH YEAR OF SOBRIETY 

Honors To Date Years 

PAUL G. 03/02/02 8 YRS 

Soberstock is a 3 day event in Odessa, Florida which took place 

this past March 19th-21st, 2010 in Odessa which is actually a 

small town located northwest of Tampa. It is slightly remote, 

yet still within a 15 minute drive to Tampa for your                           

convenience. Soberstock has speakers from A. A. during the 

weekend and "open" meetings throughout the weekend. In 

addition to AA speakers, they also have live music from                 

several bands on the west side of the camp. This area can hold 

2000 people comfortably. The music is usually all different 

styles from recovery-based music to classic rock, blues, metal, 

country, folk & more. SoberStock is open to all A.A.'s and their 

families/friends. However, in accordance with the 7th tradition, 

they do not accept outside contributions, so they ask that only 

AA members purchase tickets. You are welcome to bring                 

children with you, however, you are asked that you not bring 

them into the meetings unless you are able to keep them quiet 

as a courtesy to others. There is fishing with a valid fishing 

license, soccer, volleyball, football and much more, so there are 

plenty of things to do. The food  served at Soberstock is basic 

"Campground" style eats. Hot Dogs, Hamburgers, etc.   But 

you do get a breakfast, a lunch and a dinner as each days calls 

for.  When I got there, there were already a few hundred people 

who had arrived with dozens of tents already set up and more 

coming in. The weather that Friday and Saturday was fantastic! 

Sunday we got showers on and off through-out the day. Even 

that seemed to have a healing, cleansing effect added to the 

awesomeness of the spirit of the weekend. By Saturday evening 

there must have been over 600 people who had come through 

Soberstock to enjoy the weather, the Fellowship and the Music. 

I got to see and share recovery with a lot of my old friends that 

I hadn’t seen in awhile and I had the opportunity to make new 

friends. All the speakers were from South Carolina, both                 

husband and wives, sponsor and sponsee.   They were truly an 

AA family in the most  literal sense of the word.  Talk about 

having a “spiritual experience”. It was great! As my one of my 

sponsors (who has passed on to that meeting in the sky) used to 

say; “ If you ainôt fired up bout AA, your woods all wet!” It 

was that kind of weekend.  For those who missed it this year 

because you didn’t have the money...well, you 300 plus days to 

save up for next years event. For those who think you’re too 

old or it’s a young persons event….I’ll be 60 this year and I’ll 

be at Soberstock next year. It’s great exercise, it’s lots of fresh 

air, it’s fun, it’s Fellowship and downright good time. It’s an 

experience you must not miss…...and you got 300 plus days to 

prepare for the next one. All proceeds, except the monies used 

to pay the bills and seed the next event, go to the Tampa Bay 

Area Institutions Committee up to $2000.00. Any monies after 

that are divided up and send to the different AA service                  

entities. 

SOBERSTOCK 2010 
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MORE NEWS AROUND TOWN  

Central Office Softball Tournament 
(For AA members & their family members only) 

Saturday, April 24th, 2010 

At Gadsden Park 
 

Located at: 6901 S. MacDill Ave., Tampa, FL 33611 

 

10 players per team with a minimum of 4 men/women on each team 

Cost: $100 per team– all proceeds go to support  

Tri-County Central Office 

Team Registration Cut Off Date is: 

Wednesday, April 21st, 2010 

Play begins at 9am 

Teams register and bring your fee and players  

list to Tim at Central Office 

 

                   

    South Florida Area April 9-11, 2010 

    General Service Hosted by 

    Quarterly/Assembly District 2 - Tampa 

                    

"To a man, we of A.A. believe that our freedom to serve is truly the freedom by which we live --  

the freedom in which we have our being."  Concept XII, Warranty 6  

Registration Friday 4:00pm - 8:30pm, Saturday 8:00am - 8:30pm, Sunday 7:00am - 9:00am 

USF Embassy Suites 

3705 Spectrum Boulevard 

Tampa, FL  33612 
 

 
Questions:  Please contact District 2 Chair Ron J. at (727) 510-8355 



 Group  FEB Y T D    Group  FEB Y T D    Group  FEB Y T D 
11th Step Meeting- Christ King       It's in the Book Men's Group 91.00 182.00   SCC Steps to Sobriety     

11th Step Meeting--Sun City       Keep It Simple/Pass It On   R.   268.66   Serenity Sisters Group     

12 Steps to Growth Group       Keep It Simple - YANA       Sincerity Group     

2250 Group       Keep  It Simple Group  (Dade)       Sisters In Sobriety Group (W)     

A.A. 101 Group       Keystone Group       Sober At 6 Group 100.00 100.00 

A.A. 102 Group       Kingsway Group   633.75   Sober At 7 Group     

All Groups--       Lake Magdalene Group       Sober on Saturday Group   200.00 

Alpha Group 40.00 80.00   Life Enrichment Group       Sober Spirits Group 25.00 25.00 

Anniversary Dinner 2010 2271.00 2636.00   Little Red Book Group    50.00   SOBERSTOCK     

Annual Housecleaning Retreat       Live and Let Live Group       Sober on Sunday Group     

Annual Spring House Retreat       Living in the Solution Group 90.00 158.00   Sobrenity Group     

Anonymous Donations 22.97 24.21   Living Sober/As Bill Sees It       Sobriety at Sunrise     

As Bill Sees It Mens -Odessa 2.00 46.76   MacDill Group       Softball Tournament / CO     

Attitude of Gratitude Group 50.00 50.00   Mad Dogs Group       Solutions Group 186.05 632.51 

Back to Basics Group - Tampa 25.00 25.00   Mainely Sober Group - Zhills       Southshore Men's Meeting     

Back to Basics Grp. PlantCity       Mapledale Group       Southside Men's Group  225.00 225.00 

Barracks Brigade Group       Mid Day Matinee Group       Southside Men's Group # 2     

Bayshore Back to Basics       Monday Nite Madness    3333 88.40 88.40   Speaker Meeting (Our Club) 60.00 120.00 

Bel-Mar Group       Morning Express Group 66.31 66.31   Speaker Sisters in Sobriety     

Beginners Step Group       Morning Group - Zephyrhills 100.00 100.00   Spiritual Growth Group     

Bill D's Group       Morning Miracles Group 302.20 302.20   Spiritual Progress Goup     

BIRTHDAY PLAN 22.00 23.00   Mustard Seed Group       Staying in the Solution Group     

Brandon Men's Blackbelt Mt.       New Beginnings - Brandon   143.00   Step at a Time Group   348.00 

Brandon Sat. Night Group       New Beginnings-(5:45)Joe's 141.79 280.57   Step Sisters in Sobriety     

Brandon Tues. Big Book Grp 129.75 129.75   Newcomers Group (Joe's Club)       Stepping Stones Group (w)   25.00 

Brandon Young @ Heart       New Day Group   100.00   Sulphur Springs - Disbanded     

Bring Your Own Big Book Gp.       New Way Women's Group   361.75   Sun City Center Group   250.00 

By The Book Group       Nightly Newcomers Group       Sunday Afternoon Meeting SSC     

Came To Believe Group       Noon AA Meeting Brandon       Sunday Speakers - 3333   60.00 

Cardinal Group - Odessa       Noon Big Book Group-The Club       Sunshine Group     

Carrollwood  Group       Nooners Group   162.20   Sunrise Meeting  Our Club     

Carrollwood NS Group       Noontime Celebration Group 51.97 51.97   SWAMP Group (w)     

Challenge of Living Sober   107.20   North Brandon Open Forum   375.00   Tampa Bay Area Institutions     

Clair-Mel Positive Thinkers Gp.       North Tampa Young & Restless       Tampa Bay Fall Roundup     

Clean Air Group  (301)       Northdale Group   143.00   Tampa Bay Young Peoples 6.57 6.57 

Design for Living Grp - Joe's        Odessa Group       Tampa Palms Big Book     

Dover AA Group 38.15 38.15   Old School Group 1398.00 1723.00   Temple Terrace Men's Group     

Druid Hills Group       Oldtimer's Group - Joe's Club       TGIS Women's Group     

Early Risers Group - Joe's        On the Way Home -Tampa 5:30 191.25 191.25   Thank God It's Friday     

Expect a Miracle Group   125.00   One Day at a Time Group 150.00 150.00   The Meeting Place Group 75.00 75.00 

Fireside Group   46.00   Open Air Group       There is a Solution Conference     

Freedom in Sobriety Group   75.00   Palma Ceia Group       Thurs. AM Discusion Group     

Friday Women's Friendship       Palma Ceia 12 Step Group       Town & Country Step Group     

Gifts of Sobriety Group   155.00   Palma Ceia Big Book Study       Town & Country Wed. Group     

Good Start Group - YANA       Pass It On Group - Plant City       Tuesday Night Big Book     

Grupo Alegria de Vivir       Pilgrim Group - St Leo's Univ.       Tuesday Serenity Group     

Grupo Latino Sobriedad       Plank Owners Group       Turning Point Group -Z-Hills     

Grupo Hispano Salvacion        Primary Purpose Group       Uptowners Group     

Grupo Mano Amiga       Red Chip Day Donation       Uptown/Downtown Group   230.00 

Grupo Poco a Poco         Red Door Group   25.00   Valrico Fri. Morning Group 150.00 150.00 

Grupo Una Dia Ala Vez. (PC)       Reflections Group  - 3333       Valrico/Brandon Wed. Night Group     

Grupo Una Luz Enmicamino       Reflections Group-Lake Mag   65.00   Village 12 Step Group     

Happy Hour Group - YANA       Riverside Group       Warrior's Group     

Happy Hour Mtg.- Apollo Beach       Riverview Sisterhood in Sobriety 45.50 45.50   Wed.NightStep Wksp Joe's     

Harbor Lights Group       Rush Hour Serenity Group   249.46   Wednesday Night Women's Gp.     

Helping Hands Gp.-Plant City       Ruskin Fellowship Group       Weedpatch Group     

Hide-A-Way Group       Ruskin Tomato Patch Group       Wellspring Group 86.00 86.00 

High Nooners Group 300.00 300.00   Safe Haven Group       Wesley Chapel Group     

Hour Glass Group       Safe Haven Group       West Side Winners Group     

I.D.A.A.       Saturday Night Fever Group       With Room to Grow Group   650.00 

In the Middle Group   50.00   Saturday Night Live Group       Women's Friendship Group     

Into Action Group               Women's Perspective Conf     

                Zephyrhills Big Book    50.00 

                                                                            

 TOTAL 2,900.87     TOTAL 2716.42                               TOTAL 913.62   

  
 YTD 

TOTAL  3,911.07     
 YTD 

TOTAL  5916.02     
YTD 

TOTAL 3233.08 

                Grand Total for Month 6,531.91   

               Grand Total for Year   13001.17 


